
GQG April 2020 Newsletter—Checking in Part II 
 

 

But first some announcements and reminders! 

• Member and executive meetings have been cancelled complying with Government 

Guidelines. We will keep you informed as to when we will be able to start up again. 

 

• The Quilt Show has not been postponed as yet.  We are still hoping to hold are 

show in the fall and what a celebratory event it will be! So please keep  working on 

your Show entries. Consider this time at home some bonus time to get ready!!! You 

can mail your entries to Anna or I at any time. The entry forms are on the website 

for your convenience. We have received some entries already! Thanks you! If you 

are working on Member Boutique items, let Sussan know what you have been working 

on and completed. 

 

• Also you can renew your memberships…download the membership 

application/renewal form from the website, fill it out and mail it with your 

membership Fee to Donna. 

 

• Don’t forget to work on your President’s Challenge projects!!! They will be due at 

our first meeting after the Stay at Home rules have been lifted. 

 

 

Thank you everyone who submitted messages! I have so enjoyed reading them and 

your fellow members will also appreciate them. I will ask again in 3 weeks or so. 

 

From Betty Sanderson: 

 

On a spring note: I brought some Forsythia branches in for forcing earlier and 

enjoyed them on my dining room table for 2 weeks. Did you know that you can do 

the same with Purple Sand cherry and flowering crab? Just cut branches, put them 

in deep water in a cool, dark place for a week or so ( keep a eye on them) When the 

buds look ready to open, Put them in a nice vase and bring them up to enjoy. 

Sometimes they even send out roots. 

 

Yesterday was so nice that I planted my lettuce seeds outside in my raised bed. 

I can almost taste the lettuce now.  Cheers, Betty 

 

From Debbie Adams: 

 

Stay home. Stay safe. Sew lots! 

While home: learn something new.  

So far 150 masks made and delivered. 

 

My husband started helping in the sewing room with the “production line “ Mom and 

I had going. He started with pressing, then pinning, then sewing. Now that the first 



batch of masks is done, he has made 2 baby quilts with binding and a collection of 

potholders! We are rallying, and learning, and having fun! 

 

Take care, miss you all….Debbie Adams 

 

From Sandi Wilson: 

 

All is well here in the north. As most everyone is, I've been busy making masks for 

family and neighbours. My goal in this time of isolation is to finally clean and 

organize my sewing room.  All I seem to be doing in there is making  a bigger 

mess!!  Please stay safe everyone. Looking forward to our 'reunion' when this 

difficult time is over.  Air hugs to everyone! 

 

From Patricia OSullivan:  

 

The Novid 19 jokes keep coming and must say some make me laugh out loud.  Others 

circulate over and over.   In that vein, I hope my elastic story might bring a 

smile  to you. 

 

It might “stretch” on for a bit but bear with me.  Like many of you. I thought I 

would help save the world by making masks.  Of course I ran out of elastic and 

decided to order through Amazon.  I saw what looked like a good deal for 200 yards 

of 1/4” and asked my dear friend, Marlene, if she would like me to order some for 

her.  She said yes order me a roll as well. WHAT WERE WE THINKING!  I placed 

the order, but the delivery date was from May 5 - May 29.  

 

 In the meantime, my son-in-law told me he saw an ad on Facebook from a tailor on 

West Beaver Creek Rd,  for bundles of 25 yards of 1/4” Elastic for pick up.  I 

decided to cancel my order with Amazon.   Sean drove to the tailor with me.  The 

door was locked but when I rang the bell a man spoke to me through the locked 

door and we proceeded to do our clandestine drug, whoops, elastic business.  He 

slipped two bundles of elastic through the slot and I passed him the money in an 

envelope, looking around to see if I had been detected.  I received an email from 

the 3rd party Amazon order to tell me it is too late to cancel the order.   

 

THEN, I was rooting around in my bins downstairs to see if I could find more pipe 

cleaners and lo and behold, I found several packages of ELASTIC!    If anyone 

happens to see any links to making headbands, skirts, ANYTHING  made with 1/4” 

elastic, PLEASE let me know.  Not sure if my good friend Marlene is still speaking 



to me.   Now, if the order of 200 yards does arrive,  I will be putting packages out 

on the door step for FREE! 

 

Stay well, Patricia  

 

From Pat Thiessen: 

 

Good Morning what a great day to get lost in my sewing room.  (Editor’s note: Was 

that one of those snowy days Pat? LOL) I am hoping to come up for air soon. You 

being a sewer know what I mean. I am going through all my bins of material and 

pulling the ones I need to make my patterns. 

 

I have decided to make an Appliqué Wall hanging for each Month. So in order to get 

my materials I have pulled everything. I am making up my own kits.I see why it’s so 

expensive to buy a kit now. It may take a whole week . It looks like a complete mess 

now but it will get better. I will feel more organized.  

 

Just thought I would share this to someone who understands. Take Care. Happy 

Quilting, Stay Safe…Pat 

 

 

 

Editor’s note: Pat shared pics of all 12 patterns, I just included a few. What a great 

Idea Pat and they look like lots of fun. 

 

 

 



From Peggy Suter:  

 

Hi everyone.  I hope you and your families are well and staying busy.   

I have finally quilted and bound 6 small quilts that have been hanging around for too 

long.   

 

I started another Hidden Wells top using some teal 

fabrics that I found when I sorted out my fabric 

shelves. 

 

My husband and I have been enjoying the Irish Doctor 

series by Patrick Taylor particularly the audio 

version.  The reader has a wonderful Irish accent that is 

so appropriate for these stories. 

 

 

From Shirley Stalford:  

 

As I've said before, I am always working on the reduction of my stash, and since 

many sewing days and retreats have been cancelled, so thats what I have been 

doing! 

I am getting a large stack of tops and backs in a pile. I have even been able to 

almost conquer the wonderful surprise drop off of 4 large bags of fabric from my 

friend Marilyn! 

 

I am also trying to do schoolwork with my grandkids for a few hours everyday. 

Yea! for weekends!!! And Naps! Everyone stay safe! 

 

A second message from Pat Thiessen: 

 

Hello Ladies. I hope everyone is staying well and keeping safe. 

 

I have been really busy with gardening, spring cleaning and baking. I am baking once 

a week. Everyone in my family looks forward to it each week.  

 

My gardens are all cleanup for Spring. Now we just have to wait for Spring. 

The house doesn’t know what hit it. Spring cleaning came early.  

 

I have been busy catching up on my sewing. My sewing machine is going  

Monday to Friday. I have given it the weekend off. Lol  I have made a Cat Lap Quilt. 

Snowman Appliqué Wall Hanging. Presidents Challenge Book markers Duvet Cover. I 

have a lot more to accomplish and looking forward to it.  



 

I have found things in my Cupboard I totally forgot I had. It’s like going shopping in 

my own sewing room and getting great deals. I am looking forward to hearing about 

everyone sewing adventures during this time. 

 

Hopefully we can all get together soon. Take Care. Happy Sewing Keep Safe  

Pat Thiessen 

 

From Janice Moerat:  

 

Hello fellow quilters, I’ve been busy basting some quilts and making some face 

masks for my daughter and granddaughter!!   Wishing for some spring weather so I 

can get into my garden!!  Hope everyone is staying safe and staying sane with lots of 

sewing!!   Janice Moerat  

 

From Linda Anderson: 

 

Hi everyone, hope this finds you all safe and healthy. Now that spring is in the air I 

hope the isolation blues will diminish! In all honesty I have experienced a little cabin 

fever! I miss you all the and the enjoyment from being part of the group!!  

 

I have been sewing, not as much as I should be but starting to pick up more! I made 

4 square dance skirts, boutique items, one quilt on have the blocks ready for 

another! I also made multiple masks and scrub hat for daughter-in-law who is a 

nurse at Southlake. I now am working on a flying geese quilt- these little geese are 

a lot of work!  

I’m sure that you are all being very creative during this time! Take care, be safe 

and hope to see you soon!  Linda Anderson 



 

From Donna Kirkpatrick: 

 

Hi everyone.  My days seem to pass rather quickly even though you wouldn't think 

so.  I'm not quilting up a storm but rather than that,  I have been working on some 

clothing  alterations - either for myself or for a friend while I have this time.  I am 

also working on our Membership paperwork for the fall.  Won't it be great to get 

together again and share our love of quilting.   

 

A reminder to everyone that Membership renewal is due of $45.00 BEFORE May 

31st (DEADLINE)  WITH an Application form that is on our Website.  Please, 

Please send me the form too .   

 

Thanks so much to the ladies that have already sent me their Applications in the 

mail. 

 

Keep safe everyone and have as much fun as you can during our hiatus.  Donna 

 

From Marion Cole: 

 

Greetings Ladies!  I’m praying you are all healthy, 

safe....respecting personal distancing...except of course 

your sewing machine. My husband and I remain healthy 

and safe at #81. Together we have re-organized and 

cleaned cupboards and storage room. My sewing room 

looks like it has been raided, it’s a total mess...however I 

have been sewing masks.  Getting requests from family, 

friends (near and far) of family and neighbours.  

 

Stay safe, stay home. Blessings, Marion 

 

From Marlene Robitaille: 

 

I began all keen to do windows clean out cupboards and then lost my drive pretty 

quickly . However, I  put a quilt together and finished quilting it. Then there 

seemed to be a need for masks and so far I have made 80 and gave them to family 

and neighbours ( my way of trying to keep the virus at bay).. I think that was my 

best project as it does help in some ways to keep the virus at bay. 

 

Hope all are well , stay safe and will get together when we find a virus. Hugs 

Marlene 

 

From Jean Farley: 

 

Hi Lynn glad you and all the ladies are O.K.  This is a good time to catch up on 

various projects, I am finishing off two quilts, planting seeds in pots ready for the 

garden when the weather warms up and catching up on books sitting on the shelf.  



 

I am like so many, house bound while my daughter does the grocery shopping. We 

were worried at one point after coming back from Quebec city last month, we had 

booked the flight   in December before this virus  broke out. We had a good time 

touring the beautiful city but everything was shut down, some restaurants  were 

open, we went to see the lovely water falls and wandered  around the city by private 

bus. And enjoyed  the apartment  that we rented where we were able to cook our 

own food. The flight coming back to Toronto   was interesting Quebec city airport 

was empty, the plane was half full with seats to our selves, it was one of the last 

flights back. We hope to go back when all this flu is over, Quebec city is beautiful 

with such history.  

 

Well I trust everyone is well and looking after themselves, best wishes Jean 

 

From Ann Power: 

 

Hi Ladies !  I’m sorry that we have to be isolated from each other and I really miss 

our meetings. 

 

It certainly is a different way of life but being quilters I’m sure you are all busy. 

Most days I love not having a schedule and starting to sew in my pyjamas with no 

plans to be anywhere at any special time. I have worked on some Retreat bags , 

some for the Boutique ( should the Quilt Show go ahead) and others for gifts. 

 

 

Our niece is expecting her first baby at the end of April and so far the sex is 

unknown so I made a flannel quilt for a boy and now have the top completed for a 

girl quilt. Just have to finish it. 

 



 

I have also started making cards and find it very relaxing. I went 

to a couple of workshops one before Christmas and the other in 

January. You can be so creative and let your imagination run wild. 

 

My latest project is an old UFO from 2004!!!! Can you believe it ... I 

may even win the prize for the oldest Unfinished project. 

It’s a paper pieced double bed quilt and I do love it . I can’t 

understand why I stopped working on it but this time it will be finished . 

 

 

I also started participating in a local quilting blog by Patti Carey from Northcott. 

It’s fun but lots of work. Everyday she puts out a pattern over a  22 day period to 

make 2 blocks from different fabrics showing positive and negative use of colour. I 

will include a few pictures of some of the blocks. I end up making 4 blocks each day 

so I will have some for Outreach programs in the different Guilds. Keep quilting and 

enjoying this time at home with no interruptions. 

 

 

Take care during this stressful time. Ann 

 

From me: 

 

Al and I are keeping well…working outside on nice days…hasn’t this April weather 

been weird?? I have started walking every other day. And finally I have got my 

sewing Mojo back! I am practicing free motion quilting on my lovely Bernina 770. 

Loving this machine. And have started to work again on my Lori Holt quilt. I have 

been so unfocussed before hand, jumping from thing to thing like a squirrel. So 

happy to be enjoying the process of piecing again. 

 



Had a lovely Zoom chat with my friends Amy in Campbellville, Jacqui in St. Thomas 

and Els in Holland. These are long time friends I met through collecting machines 

and in Els case working on the Dear Jane quilt. That was so much fun and much 

easier than I thought it would be. We chatted, giggled and did Show and tell.  

 

 

So now my quilty friends it would be wonderful to hear back from  even more of you about 

how you are coping with this major change in our lives. There is comfort that we are not 

alone in the experience. It is important to keep connected. Don’t hesitate to gives an 

update even though you submitted to past emails. 

 

I will continue to issue a Newsletter every 2 or 3 weeks until our isolation is ended. Send 

me any anecdotes and pictures that you would like to share.  

 

Take good care of yourselves…follow the safety guidelines that our various levels of 

Government have issued and will come out of this to meet again!!! From recent reports to 

sounds like we are flattening the curve! So let’s stay the course til we beat this thing. 

 

 

Lynn 

 

  


